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GOODRICH — Larry Atkins
replaced his electrician’s tool belt
with a disposable hazardous ma-
terial suit and moved his business
outdoors.

His prey? Poison ivy. The for-
mer electrician is devoting full-

- time efforts to his business, Poi-
son Ivy Control of Michigan.

“My brother came up with the
idea several years ago, and I took
the ball and ran with it,” Atkins
said. “I started researching and
found out there was a legitimate
need for this service.”

Last year, Atkins advertised his
business and, together with his

' wife and some helpers, garnered
several jobs removing poison ivy
from homes and parks on a part-
time basis, including work for the
city of Birmingham. '
Some staff members had con-
tracted poison ivy, so Carrie Laird

of the parks department took At-

kins around to the trouble spots.

The firm removed the poison ivy
from several city parcels, trails and
the cemetery and came back a

month later to pull out new plants.
“They did work for us last year

and did a good job,” said Laird, an

assistant foreman.
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The company charges $85 for
the initial hour and $65 an hour af-
ter that. Atkins will work through-
out the state, but charges a premi-
um to cover transportation costs to
sites far from his Goodrich base.

“For the most part, we will pull
the stuff out by hand,” he said, add-
ing he is looking to add chemicals.

Poison ivy, also known as Rhus
radicans, can be found throughout
the state, and people who are aller-
gic can have severe reactions, ac-

 cording to Dean Krauskopf, a hor-
ticulture educatorin the Detroitar-
ea for Michigan State University

Extension,

“It’s very hard to control be-
cause it is a’ perennial woody

weed,” Krauskopf said. “Tt spreads
very easily. Birds love the ‘berries

and they spread the seeds all over
the place.”

Many people don’t recognize
poison ivy, and it is difficult to spot
since it often grows in other plant
material and can resemble a vine
or a shrub, he said. Chemicals can
be used to kill the plants, but the oil
remains in leaves and stems even
after the plant has died. Poison ivy
should never be burned, since
smoke carries the vaporized oil.

Atkins would like Poison Ivy
Control of Michigan to grow each
year. He envisions offices in west
Michigan and also up north to ser-

vice customers who want ivy re-

moval from cabin property.

- Neal Haldane is a Metro Detroit

Jreelance writer.



